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The Australian Childhood Foundation acknowledges Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional custodians 
and owners of this land. We pay our respects to their elders 
past and present and to the children who are their leaders of 
tomorrow. We acknowledge their history and living culture and 
the many thousands of years in which they have raised their 
children to be safe and strong.

All children in this annual report are models.

…Our central purpose is to 
bring love and safety to children 
affected by the trauma of child 
abuse and family violence. For 
this very reason, we believe 
that really valuing the kindness, 
sensitivity, trust and protection 
that good relationships provide 
children is a way to make it 
harder for violence to keep 
its hold on our families and 
communities…

Dr. Joe Tucci, CEO,  
Australian Childhood Foundation

Australian Childhood Foundation
PO Box 3335
Richmond VIC 3121
Phone: 1300 381 581
Email: info@childhood.org.au
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Our Therapeutic Services
Our therapeutic services aim to change the story that children and young people carry 
about themselves. These are the stories that children hear during and after the violation 
they experienced. Children hear voices of people who have hurt them. You are stupid. 
You are unloveable. It was your fault. I wish you had never been born.

These are the stories that change when children engage in counselling. They begin to 
believe in themselves and the people around them They find qualities about themselves 
that are strong and hopeful. 

Our therapeutic work extends to over 1000 children and young people on any given day 
across all the therapeutic services that the Foundation runs nationally. Our services are 
now throughout Victoria, NSW, Tasmania, South Australia, Northern Territory, Western 
Australia and the ACT.

From our own research, these are the outcomes that we are helping to deliver to 
children and young people:

77% of children catch up to their age-appropriate academic 
level as a result of their involvement with the Foundation.

88% of children do not experience further foster care 
placement breakdowns after coming to the Foundation.

72% of children experience a reduction in their trauma 
symptoms as a result of their involvement with the Foundation.

82% of foster carers report an increase in confidence as a 
result of the support and training they received from the Foundation.

Our impact this year



4  I  2019 Annual Report

Our impact this year

Over the course of four really intense  
counselling sessions, Tanya rolled out a big  
piece of butchers paper. And slowly and  
patiently began to draw and represent in one  
long time line Melanie’s story. It was like one long  
road that had lots of stories about Melanie and all the  
things that had happened along the way. 

Melanie cried and laughed about information that she was hearing for the first time. 
The music played in the background the whole time. Melanie heard stories about 
people who had loved her and had held her close. She also found out more about her 
mum and dad and what happened when she was very young. Some of this story was 
hard to hear. 

Melanie talked about some of the unfinished business that she was carrying with her, 
and together they decided to write letters to three of her carers from her past. She 
wanted to reconnect with them and find out more about herself. Melanie was able 
to understand that what happened to her was not her fault. She learnt that she had 
qualities of persistence and courage – and she started to see herself a little differently. 
She was not a damaged kid who could not remember anything about herself. She was 
a brave young person who had survived a lot and was trying her best. 

Melanie learnt that she had played the piano when she was younger and was known 
to be good at it. She had no idea she could make music. In subsequent sessions, 
Tanya organised for Melanie to have access to a piano. Melanie began to play 
beautifully, the music falling from her as if it had been waiting to come out for so long. 
Melanie is now having piano lessons again. 

There are still worries about Melanie and how she feels about herself. But she is 
doing much better at school. She has a new group of friends. And her carers also 
understand her more and are committed to making her part of their family. 

It is often not the tangible presence of material things that make the difference for 
children. For children who have experienced trauma, the most important gift they can 
receive is a chance to learn about who they are and have the memories of themselves 
that they are entitled to.

Here is one of the stories that we are helping to change.

One of the consequences of suffering abuse and violence for children is that their 
memory becomes very fragile. They do not remember the positive experiences they 
may have had since the trauma. They forget people, places, significant events like 
birthdays and other achievements. Without these memories, they find it much harder to 
develop a sense of who they are and how important they are to others around them. 

All of this is made even worse when they are forced to move from one placement to 
another to another. In those circumstances, everything is a blur. They lose connection 
with carers who have connected with them. They forget their faces. They forget the 
things they shared. They do not hold onto friends. They stop really knowing themselves. 
They do not trust any of the memories they have. They find it hard to trust. 

Melanie is a 15 year old girl who has been receiving counselling from one of our 
therapeutic specialists for some time now. She has been in care since the age of three 
after she was removed from her parents who were violent towards her. Over this period, 
she has been through 25 different placements. In her adolescence, she has so many 
questions about her life. Who looked after her? What schools did she go to? Who were 
her friends? Did she have any pets? What was she like when she was younger? Were 
there any photos of her playing sport? What did she like to eat? 

These are all the sorts of questions that many teenagers have as they begin to explore 
the kind of adult they are going to become. The problem for Melanie is that she did not 
remember much of her life. The memories she did have were painful and hard for her to 
experience. 

In her counselling, Melanie asked Tanya - her Therapeutic Specialist at the Foundation 
- to help her find out and understand where she had lived, why she had moved so many 
times and what sort of child she had been. Tanya spent four weeks finding out about 
her history in official records held about Melanie with government departments and 
foster care agencies. She found out as much as she could. 

Tanya and Melanie also put together a playlist of all the songs that Melanie liked and 
made her feel good about herself. Some of the songs that Melanie chose has special 
meaning to her because they had helped her get through a difficult time in her life. 
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Our impact this year

Our Professional Education Services

Over 1500 professionals attended our International 
Speaker Tours with Martin Teischer (Harvard University, Boston, 
USA), Lou Cozolino (Pepperdine University, LA, USA), Lisa Dion 
(Play Therapy expert from Denver Colorado) and Bonnie Badenoch 
(Trauma expert and author, Oregon, USA).

Over 300 professionals with a direct role with 
traumatised children completed our Graduate Certificate in 
Developmental Trauma.

1600 teachers and educational  
professionals have undergone our trauma informed 
training nationally.

22 schools have worked on action research projects to 
embed trauma informed practice principles.

We ran 63 workshops about childhood 
trauma delivered nationally, with an average of 26 
participants in each equating to 1600 professionals being 
trained in our models of trauma informed practice.

Increased the number of facilitators of our Bringing up Great Kids 

Program to 4000 nationally. 

Our Bringing up Great Kids group programs have been run with 
40000 parents nationally.

We worked with the Department of Social 
Services  to develop information used in a new text 
messaging service for parents of children in the first 1000 days of 
life. The Bringing Up Great Kids Program has been now funded by 
the Commonwealth Government to extend specifically to parents 
with infants during their first 1000 days of life.

With the support of the Myer Community 
Fund, a new version of the Bringing Up Great Kids Program to 
support parents who have been affected by family violence has 
been developed and trialled.

Our Parenting Education Services
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World first Children’s 
Feedback Tool
In collaboration with the Eastern 
Family Violence Parentship 
Network, we have co-designed a 
new Feedback tool with children 
and it is the first of its kind in 
the world.  It uses research 
about how to encourage valid 
feedback from children about 
their experiences of change and 
the quality of the services they 
have received. It is culturally 
sensitive and allows children 
themselves to track how their 
feelings, relationships and sense 
of confidence is changing as 
they go through counselling. It 
is applicable for children who 
receive any kind of service. The 
tool has been developed as 
a prototype and piloted with 
children across a range of ages 
and family backgrounds. 

Centre for Excellence in Therapeutic 
Care (NSW)
In 2018, we were awarded a contract by NSW Government 
to establish and run an Australian first Centre for Excellence 
in Therapeutic Care in NSW. 

Our function is to support the evolution of the newly 
reformed Intensive Therapeutic Care system being rolled 
out in NSW. As a partnership between the Australian 
Childhood Foundation and Southern Cross University, the 
Centre integrates up to date research evidence with cultural 
knowledge, practice wisdom and the voices of young 
people in care to produce reports, practice resources and 
training to support the provision of high quality, evidence-
informed therapeutic care.

The Centre works in collaboration with the Intensive 
Therapeutic Care Agencies, the Department of Family and 
Community Services (FACS), Education, Youth Justice, 
Peak Bodies and other important stakeholders throughout 
NSW. Given the nature of the resources it produces, they 
may also be relevant to other organisations and systems  
of care in Australia and internationally.

A number of resources have been published for 
professionals working with young people living in 
therapeutic forms of out of home care. An online learning 
community has also been recently launched that allows 
professionals access to up to date research and evidence 
for use in their practice.

The Centre’s website (cetc.org.au) is largely visited 
from Australian and international professionals.

 

Our Transformational Projects

Practice Guide
Creating positive social climates and  

home-like environments in therapeutic care.

Published: February 2019  

Centre for Excellence in Therapeutic Care

Practice GuideThe 10 Essential Elements of Intensive Therapeutic Care in NSW
Published: February 2019  

Centre for Excellence in Therapeutic Care

Practice Guide
The Role of the Therapeutic Specialist  

in Intensive Therapeutic Care

Published: February 2019  

Centre for Excellence in Therapeutic Care
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New book drawing on the  
pioneering work of the Foundation 
was published 
Edited by Janise Mitchell (ACF Deputy CEO), Joe Tucci 
(ACF CEO) and Ed Tronick (Distinguished University 
Professor at the University of Massachusetts, USA), 
this book draws primarily on the work of the Foundation 
in building an approach to therapeutic forms of out of 
home care for over 20 years.

The book contains chapters from Bruce Perry, Dan 
Hughes and Jon Bailey, Cathy Malchiodi, Martin 
Teischer, Allan Schore as well as our own Glenda 
Kickett, Shaun Chandran and Noel Macnamara.

It has already been acclaimed internationally by major leaders in the trauma field.

“Finally, a book that successfully addresses all of the complex bio-psycho-social-
developmental consequences of early trauma! Therapeutic Care treats the embodied 
and encultured mind at each stage of life in a way that leverages the way the brain 
evolved to heal - in security and safety. Highly recommended.” 

Louis Cozolino Ph.D., Professor of Psychology, Author of The Neuroscience of  
Human Relationships

“The Handbook of Therapeutic Care is a wonderfully practical and readable guide for all 
of us dedicated to creating pathways to health for children exposed to chronic trauma 
and abuse - children who are stuck in an inner world filled with helplessness, chaos and 
danger. Despite the multiplicity of voices of (outstanding) contributors, this handbook 
provides a unified synthesis of practices that help us understand the pressures from 
the past on current behavior, and presents a comprehensive and well-tested model 
to provide sensory, relational and emotional repair for children and young people who 
carry the legacy of danger, abandonment, and unpredictability. This is the integration 
we have been waiting for.” 

Bessel A. van der Kolk MD, Medical Director, the Trauma Center, Professor of 
Psychiatry, Boston University School of Medicine, Author: NYT best seller:  
The Body keeps the Score; mind, brain and body in the healing of trauma.

Our Transformational Projects
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The past 12-months represent a dynamic contextual change in keeping children and 
young people safe in Australian history. The impacts of the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Child Sexual Abuse (Royal Commission), jurisdictional legislative reform, 
and strengthened community expectations about what is considered appropriate safe 
behaviour is transforming organisational practice. Safeguarding Children Services is 
engaged with over 250 organisations across Australia and New Zealand in support of 
strengthening their capacity to keep children and young people in their care safe from 
abuse and exploitation.  

Safeguarding Children Online Training 
The Safeguarding Children Online Training has undergone extensive redevelopment 
to create a contemporary, evidence-based information resource for organisations and 
their personnel. 

Further, the redeveloped training draws attention to the need for organisations to take 
a child rights approach and focus on the voice of the child throughout the development, 
delivery, and review of services. Through the use of real and fictional case studies, the 
redeveloped training sheds light on the application and implications of safeguarding 
children policies and practices across both Australian and New Zealand. 

Launch of Safeguarding Children Certification Program
Safeguarding Children Certification resources organisations to be confident that their 
policies and procedures meet the best practice standards for safeguarding children 
and are compliant with all legislative or other relevant requirements. Certification also 
provides organisations personnel with the opportunity to complete minimum levels of 
training that meets standards across all jurisdictions. 

Victoria Police Legacy (VIC), Puffing Billy (VIC) and Youthtown, (New Zealand) have 
embarked on their Certification journey this year. 

Bespoke services
Our Safeguarding Children Team has worked with a range of organisations to review 
and benchmark their policies and procedures against relevant compliance measures 
specific to their national and local operating environment. Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Parks Victoria and St Vincent de Paul Society Victoria (VIC) engaged Safeguarding 
Children Services to undertake a review of the effectiveness and appropriateness 
of each organisations’ child safety practices against the 10 Child Safe Standards 
as outlined in the Royal Commission, the Australian Human Right’s Commission 
National Principles for Child Safe Organisations (National Principles), and the Victorian 
Government Child Safe Standards. 

In New Zealand, a similar child safety review took place of SCOUTS New Zealand, 
against both the Royal Commission Standards and the National Principles as well as 
New Zealand child safety related legislation. Each evaluation reviewed, analysed and 
provided a compliance risk assessment, to assist each organisation to enhance their 
capacity to safeguard children and young people.  

The Salvation Army has received Safeguarding Children Services including policy 
review, reflective supervision with senior staff, completion of safeguarding children 
online training program and the development of a Children’s Participation Strategy. In 
relation to further strengthening the voice of children in organisations, the Safeguarding 
Children’s Team facilitated a number of consultation session with students of 
Australian Jesuit schools across the country, in support of developing child friendly 
safeguarding information as well as creating peer behavioural expectations. 

A spotlight on Safeguarding Children Services

72,095 individuals who work with children and young 
people have completed our Safeguarding Children Online Training.

Using an interactive approach, the online training 
covers 10 key areas including new information on the 
voice of the parent /caregiver, risk assessment, diversity and 
inclusivity, and the importance of a safeguarding culture.
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Scotch College, Victoria
Scotch College was one of the first independent schools to work with the Safeguarding 
Children Accreditation Program. The safety of the College students is given the highest 
priority. Throughout its accreditation journey a number of critically important policy and 
procedure documents were put in place, training was provided to over 1,500 school 
staff and volunteers and a safeguarding culture was developed throughout the school 
community. The College also confirmed that through embarking on the accreditation 
process, that they feel confident that they are well advanced in meeting the child safe 
standards legally required of all Victorian Schools (Ministerial Order 870).

St Michael’s Collegiate and the Hutchins School, Tasmania
Two Tasmanian based independent schools, St Michael’s Collegiate and the Hutchins 
School, in collaboration implemented consistent safeguarding best practice across the 
two schools. Such an approach was centred around their existing relationship, their 
connection to the Anglican Diocese of Tasmania, and the want for consistent child 
safe practices. Further significance of this successful partnership and its accreditation 
outcome highlights the response taken following Hutchins School as a subject of Royal 
Commission Case Study 20. 

A few other accreditation highlights include:

Relationships Australia Northern Territory 
Relationships Australia Northern Territory (NT) is a community-based organisation 
providing a broad range of counselling, dispute resolution and family support 
services to individuals, families and communities throughout the Northern Territory. 
Relationships Australia NT was first Accredited in September 2016. At this time, the 
organisation displayed a strong familiarity and confidence with the safeguarding 
principles and requirements but identified that they were in the earlier stages of 

A spotlight on Safeguarding Children Services

Keeping children safe in sport - Sport Australia 
Sport Australia commissioned Safeguarding Children Services to provide a series of 
unique learning experiences designed especially for National Sporting Organisation 
(NSO) personnel. Topics included safeguarding culture and leadership, recruitment and 
screening, responding to critical incidents, conversations with parents, children and 
young people, supervision and monitoring of personnel and auditing skills for internal 
audits of NSOs. A total of 48 NSOs attended the sessions; taking key learnings back 
into their sports and delivering programs and activities that keep children safe from 
abuse and exploitation. 

Sport Australia also engaged Safeguarding Children Services to undertake a review of 
a selected cohort of 50 National Sporting Organisations to measure the effectiveness 
and appropriateness of their commitment to safety practices against the 10 Child Safe 
Standards, as outlined in the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child 
Abuse (Royal Commission), and built upon through the National Principles for Child 
Safe Organisations as endorsed by members of the Council of Australian Governments, 
including the Prime Minister and State and Territory First Ministers.

Safeguarding Children Accreditation Program
The Safeguarding Children Program offers a unique voluntary accreditation scheme for 
organisations who have a duty of care to children and young people whilst delivering a 
service or activity to them and/or their families. It systematically builds the capacity of 
organisations to keep children and young people safe from abuse and exploitation by 
staff, volunteers or other relevant related individuals. It is the only accreditation system 
approved at a National or State level by the Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission (ACCC). The accreditation standards that organisations must comply 
with align to the various child safety related national and state standards, including 
the Royal Commission Standards and the National Principles, the National Catholic 
Safeguarding Standards and the Victorian Child Safe Standards. The Standards also 
align to state and territory Working with Children Check (WWCC), mandatory reporting 
and reportable conduct legislation. 

In 2018/19, over 68 organisations were involved in 
our Accreditation Program. It was a momentous year for schools 
around the country achieving Safeguarding Children Accreditation.
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A spotlight on Safeguarding Children Services

implementation of the program. Following their re-accreditation audit in 2019, a clear 
commitment to continuous improvement in keeping children safe was identified, with 
strengths demonstrated in understanding and addressing the diversity of its clients 
and community and ensuring that the organisations ‘cultural fitness’ remains high in its 
everyday safeguarding children practices. Considerable resource and efforts are also 
committed to advocacy work on behalf of some of the most vulnerable children in the 
Northern Territory and to the building of positive community partnerships for the benefit 
of children and young people.

Parkerville Children and Youth Care Inc., Western Australia
Parkerville Children and Youth Care Inc. (‘Parkerville CYC’) provides Out of Home Care 
and Therapeutic Family Services offering support to vulnerable children and young 
people. In 2019, Parkerville CYC embarked on its re-accreditation process; welcoming 
the opportunity to assess its continuous improvement journey and to ensure children 
and young people in their care continue to be safe from harm and abuse. Parkerville 
demonstrated clear evidence in achieving the Safeguarding Children standards with 
some highlights including a focus on proving opportunities for children and young 
people voices to be heard by involving children and young people in decision making 
and service development, the online safety of children and young people residing in 
family group homes and the strengthening of the organisations capacity to support the 
growing number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and young people in 
their care.

We also welcome Rockhampton Grammar School (QLD), Lifestyle Solutions (National) 
and Launceston Church Grammar School (TAS) as they embark on their accreditation 
journey with us this year.

International Speaker Tour
ACF facilitated workshops in Melbourne and Sydney with Professor Jennifer Freyd on 
Institutional Betrayal and Institutional Courage. Over 80 organisations attended the 
workshops, where Jennifer shared her wealth of knowledge and skills in the exploration 
of institutional betrayal and institutional courage, and her support to organisations in their 
endeavours to both recognise what betrayal of trust actually is, and then understand the 
depth and breadth of organisational responsivity of reporting abuse.
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Our community engagement

The Foundation has formed some exciting 
partnerships over the last year and those 
partners have been helping us to make a 
real difference in the lives of children.

The Body Shop 
The Body Shop Australia team has worked 
with the Foundation to fund the ‘Healing 
Hearts Project’, therapeutic doll program, 
aimed at helping children heal and recover 
from the trauma of child abuse.  

This program includes the creation of a 
new range of specialist therapeutic dolls 
to be used by professionals and carers 
in counselling sessions with children. The 
program will also fund additional counselling 
hours for children using the dolls, as well as 
provide professionals with specialist training 
to work with the dolls.

Myer Community Fund 
The Myer Community Fund has partnered with the Foundation for two years supporting 
the Bringing Up Great Kids – Parenting After Violence program. This innovative 
therapeutic program providing mothers with knowledge, skills, and confidence to more 
accurately understand how family violence affects their children.  

The Foundation’s received $3 from every 
sale of The Body Shop’s Almond Milk & 
Honey ‘Body Lotion’ purchased across all 
of the body shop stores, online and through 
their direct selling channel, The Body Shop 

‘At Home.’  

Over $100,000  
raised to support this 
therapeutic doll program.

As a beneficiary of the Myer Ball together we raised $212,015   
which also introduced us to a new group of passionate supporters.

The Myer Community Fund contributed a total of $312,015    
this year toward the Bringing Up Great Kids – Parenting After Family 
Violence program.
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Our community engagement

The GPT Foundation 
We have established a lead partnership with GPT, a long-term partnership that aims 
to generate national awareness of the Australian Childhood Foundation’s work through 
the innovative use of GPT’s national shopping centre assets. These community hubs 
provide a unique opportunity to elevate the Foundation’s story. 

ICAP Charity Day 2018
The Foundation was nominated as a 
charity partner of the 2018 ICAP Charity 
Day. All profits from ICAP’s day of trading 
are donated to support the work of their 
charity partners. Our Ambassadors 
Casey Burgess and Matty J joined us  
in Sydney on the ICAP trading floor for 
the day.

Pictured are (L to R) - Angus McGilvray 
from ICAP, Sue Buratti, Manager, 
Therapeutic Services Australian Childhood 
Foundation and Colin Gilbert, CEO ICAP.

With GPT and Melbourne Central supporting this project we aim to create a national 
movement to prioritise the protection of children and to defend childhood. 

#DefendChildhood Mural at Melbourne Central – raising awareness and funds to support 
the Foundation’s National Trauma Recovery Program

GPT Volunteer Day – Therapeutic Doll 
sewing and packing – Thanks GPT

The GPT team have provided  $135,000 in funding,  
and now are helping us to relaunch the Big Love Light twilight event. 

AccorHotels Group
We have formed a long-term partnership 
with the Accor group as one of five leading 
charities they partner with nationally. 

This year a variety of hotel 
fundraising projects have 
raised over $35,000 
toward our therapeutic 
services for children who have 
experienced trauma arising 
from abuse and family violence.
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Trek for Childhood 2019  

This Trek was a journey that took our group into the heart 
of Australia, across the vast and ancient landscape of the 
Red Centre.

The Larapinta Trail is regarded as one of Australia’s 
premier walking tracks. From the old Alice Springs 
Telegraph Station to the peak of Mount Sonder, the trail 
stretches 223 kilometres along the backbone of the West 
MacDonnell Ranges. 

As part of this incredible adventure, our group climbed 
ancient escarpments to gaze out upon the ochre-coloured 
landscapes of Central Australia. They followed Aboriginal 
Dreaming tracks and trekked beside one of the world’s 
oldest river systems. 

By day, they were challenged as they trekked across  
the Red Centre, experiencing the diversity of desert 
habitats and learned the unique history of Australia’s 
Indigenous peoples. At night, they fell asleep to the 
sounds of native wild. 

On the final night of this adventure the group joined by  
the foundation team set about planning for their next  
trek adventure.

 “To me this is a once in a lifetime experience that ticks 
many boxes, not least of all the opportunity to give 
something back in a meaningful way. To be able to 
raise funds and awareness about the very real issue of 
childhood abuse and neglect is probably my biggest 
motivation. During my time working in shopping centres 
and through my involvement in football clubs, I have 
seen firsthand the impact that neglectful and abusive 
homes can have on children and the way that this then 
impacts their behaviour and relationships in the broader 
community.” 

The chance to have an amazing 
new experience, meet new 
people, push myself way out 
of my comfort zone (probably 
both physically & mentally) 
and appreciate the beauty 
and vastness of the Australian 
outback in a way that I would 
never normally get to experience.

Sharon Johnson – works for our  
corporate partner The GPT Group  

9-15 June 2019

9 participants
from our community 

of supporters plus our 
ambassador Clint Newton

Over $44,000 
raised in the lead up  

to the walk
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Ambassador Matty J and  
partner Laura Byrne launch  
ACF Charity Bracelet 

Matty J is our newest ambassador. Matty and Laura designed the ACF bracelet and 
to help the Australian Childhood Foundation be at the forefront of protecting children 
affected by abuse and family violence.

Matty was so proud to join saying; 

“Partnering with the Australian Childhood Foundation and 
impending fatherhood has sadly made me aware that not  
every child will be welcomed into a happy and loving home.  
All children deserve to feel safe, loved and have adults in their  
lives they can trust.” 
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Our Board
President
Mr David Stephenson 	 
Advertising

Honourary Treasurer
Mr Rod Naismith 	  
Accounting

Directors
Mr Mark Thomas 	  
Communications

Mr Justin Smith 	  
Media

Mr Nick Pelham 	  
Infrastructure

Dr Ciara Earley 	  
Paediatrics

Mr Rod Lamplugh	  
Law 

Mr Cliff Weeks	  
Aboriginal Affairs

Ms Claire Boussioutas	 
Consultancy

Life Governors
Mr Jamie Perrott 	  
Communications

Ms Susan Halliday 	  
Business

Mr David Rosback, AM 
Retail and former Rotary 
District Governor

Mr Laurie Wilson 	  
Commerce

Dr Anne Small 	  
Medicine

Mr Ted Garland	  
Accounting 

Patrons
Mr Chris Hemsworth 	
Actor 

Dr Robert Birrell  
AO, OAM	
Retired Paediatrician 
 	

Ambassadors
Liam Hemsworth 	
Actor

Nadine Garner 	
Actor

Stefan Dennis	
Actor

Casey Burgess 	
Entertainer

David Boon 	
International Cricket 
Council Match Referee

Robyn Moore 	
Actor and public speaker 

Lindsay Field 	
Musician

Melanie Milburne	
Author

Clint Newton 	
Rugby League Players’ 
Association President

John X	
Actor and entertainer

This year, we have had wonderful 
people involved with us…
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Our Senior 
Management Team
Dr Joe Tucci 	  
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Janise Mitchell 	  
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Monique Blom 	  
Executive Manager, 
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Therapeutic Services
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Services (NSW)

Shaun Chandran	  
Manager, Therapeutic 
Services (WA)

Pauline Lodge		   
Manager, Professional 
Education Services

Lauren Thomas	  
Manager, Professional 
Community Engagement

Sally Denning	  
Manager, Quality Unit

Pat Jewell	  
Manager, Parenting and 
Early Years Services

Felicity O’Meara 	  
Manager, Corporate 
Partnerships

Georgia Pattison	  
Manager, People and 
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Liliana Inguanti		   
Manager, Support Services

Narelle Lowe	  
Manager, Finance

Our Key Supporters 
and Committee 
Members
Andrew Newbold
Julie Reilly
Judi Lay
Marilyn Kraner
Adam Tomison

Chris Goddard
Nigel Gaunt
Tony Forrest
Katie Finney
Kelly Black
Tom Chambers 
Simon McCall 
David Stephenson

Our Safeguarding 
Children 
Accreditation Panel
Susan Halliday 	
Former Chair of the 
Victorian Institute of 
Teachers

Anton Hermann 	
Minter Ellison

Superintendent 	  
Andrew Allen 
Victoria Police (Retired)

Merrillee Barnes	
Australian Sports 
Commission

This year, we have had wonderful 
people involved with us…
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Our Heartfelt Thanks

The Australian Childhood Foundation is deeply appreciative of the following individuals and 
organisations for their support of our work throughout 2018-2019. We cannot thank them 
enough for their commitment to the safety and protection of children in Australia.

Our Supporters - Major Partners

Government Departments
•	 Department of Disability, Housing and Community Services, ACT
•	 Department for Education, South Australia
•	 Department of Education and Training, Victoria
•	 Department of Health and Human Services, Tasmania
•	 Department of Health and Human Services, Victoria
•	 Department of Communities and Justice, NSW
•	 Department of Communities, Child Protection and Family Support, Western Australia
•	 Territory Families, Northern Territory
•	 Commonwealth Department of Social Services

by The GPT Group
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The Australian Childhood Foundation relies on the support of the community to enable  
it to continue counselling children to help them heal from the devastating impact of 
abuse and neglect.

You can help transform the lives of children who have been severely traumatised by 
abuse, and assist the Foundation in running prevention programs that help stop  
abuse before it happens, by making a donation at www.childhood.org.au or by  
calling 1300 381 581.

In addition, the Foundation is seeking to establish strategic partnerships with a limited 
number of corporate partners to contribute in meaningful ways to support the recovery 
of children traumatised by abuse, neglect and family violence.

Partnership with the Australian Childhood Foundation is aimed at helping to motivate 
and inspire staff; build brand awareness and engage the community.

If you can help or would like more information, our contact details are:

Australian Childhood Foundation
PO Box 3335, Richmond VIC 3121
Phone: 1300 381 581
Email: info@childhood.org.au

All donations over $2 are tax deductible

Become involved and support 
our work



Financial Report
for the financial year  
ended 30 June 2019

childhood.org.au 
ACN: 057 044 514
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The Board of Directors of Australian Childhood 
Foundation (ACF) present this report on the company 
for the financial year ended 30 June 2019.

Directors
Background Information on Directors
Simon McCall	 Social Researcher  
		  – Retired in October 2018
Mark Thomas	 Corporate Affairs Consultant
Simon Marsh	 Accountant  
		  – Retired in October 2018
Justin Smith	 Media 
Nick Pelham	 Infrastructure Manager
David J Stephenson	 Marketing
Ciara Earley	 General Paediatric Consultant
Claire Boussioutas 	 Consultant 
Rod Lamplugh	 Solicitor
Rod Naismith	 Accountant
Cliff Weeks	 Public Servant

The following persons were directors of the company 
during the whole of the financial year and up to the date of 
this report, unless otherwise stated:

Simon McCall
Retired in October 2018.

Mark Thomas
Joined the Board in 2005. He has been a political adviser to 
a range of government Ministers. He has senior community 
and corporate communications experience.

Simon Marsh
Retired in October 2018.

Justin Smith
Is a senior producer and broadcaster with Fairfax Media.  
He brings significant media and communications 
experience to the Board. He joined as a Director in 2011.

Nick Pelham
Joined as a Director in 2011. He has worked in 
infrastructure management for government and corporate 
sectors. He is a member of the Finance and Governance 
subcommittee of the Board.

David Stephenson
Is currently the Chairperson of the Foundation having joined 
as Director in 2013. David currently runs his own marketing 
consultancy business. 

David was Managing Director of Aegis Media ANZ’s Digital 
Creative division from January 2011 until June 2016. He 
has spent 25 years working in the Advertising and Digital 
world, with stints at some of Australia’s most respected and 
biggest Advertising Agencies including Clemenger, Grey 
and Singleton.

Ciara Earley
Joined as Director in 2014. She is a qualified Paediatrician 
and works as a Consultant at Monash Medical Centre. 
Ciara holds Masters in Forensic Medicine from Monash 
University and The Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine.

Rod Lamplugh
Joined as a Director in 2015. He is a commercial lawyer 
and company director. He has over 25 years’ experience 
assisting organisations with legal and media related matters 
particularly in the areas of acquisitions, contractual matters 
and compliance issues.

Claire Boussioutas
joined as a Director in 2018. Claire has been working with 
global and Australian organisations over 25 years as they 
undergo business transformation enabled by

technology. She is a Partner at EY and married with three 
children.

Rod Naismith
Joined as a Director in 2018. Rod is a Chartered 
Accountant and a Graduate of the Institute of Australian 

Company Directors. Rod has worked in public practice for 
over 17 years and is a Partner at the global firm, BDO. He 
advises on a range of business, accounting and taxation 
issues for start-up, private and family owned businesses 
and not for profit organisations. He is a member of the 
Finance and Governance subcommittee of the Board.

Cliff Weeks
Joined as a Director in 2016. He is currently working 
for the Department of the Chief Minister as a senior 
executive based in Alice Springs. A former member of the 
Western Australia Police Service, Cliff has over 15 years of 
experience in the public sector and was a Public Servant in 
Western Australia from 2011 until 2016. 

Meetings of Directors
The number of meetings of the company’s Board of 
Directors held during the year ended 30 June 2019, and 
the number of meetings attended by each director were:

 

Directors’ Report
30 June 2019

Full Board Attended Held

Simon McCall 1 6

Mark Thomas 3 6

Simon Marsh 2 6

Justin Smith 2 6

Nick Pelham 3 6

David J Stephenson 6 6

Ciara Earley 5 6

Rod Lamplugh 2 6

Rod Naismith 5 6

Claire Boussioutas 6 6

Cliff Weeks 2 6
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Principal Activities
The principal activity of the company during the financial 
year was to provide services which effectively reduced the 
incidence of child abuse and the harm it causes children, 
families and the community. It provided direct services 
to children who have suffered or were at risk of abuse 
and neglect and their families in the form of counselling, 
practical assistance, emotional support or material aid. 
It also conducted research, prevention and education 
programs aimed to raise public awareness about the 
problem of child abuse and family violence.

Objectives and strategy
The Australian Childhood Foundation’s objectives  
are to:

*	 prevent child abuse in Australia;

*	 support children to recover from the trauma arising  
	 from experiences of abuse and neglect; and

*	 build the confidence and capacity of parents. 

The Foundation’s strategy for achieving these 
objectives includes:

•	 establishment of specialist therapeutic programs  
	 throughout Australia;

•	 provision of parenting education activities;

•	 undertaking research into child abuse and child  
	 protection;

•	 delivery of training to health, welfare, education and  
	 legal professionals;

•	 implementation of programs that build the capacity  
	 of organisations to protect children from harm and  
	 exploitation by volunteers and employees. 

Performance Measure
The Foundation measures its performance through the 
number of children and families supported by its specialist 
programs, the amount of income funds raised and the 
number of projects delivered to the community.

Operating results
The operating surplus of the company amounted to $22,951. 
No provision for income tax is necessary, as the company is 
endorsed as an income tax exempt charitable entity under 
Division 50 of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997.

Significant changes in state of affairs
No significant changes in the state of affairs of the 
company occurred during the financial year.

After balance date events 
There are no after balance date events.

Indemnifying officers or auditor
During or since the end of the financial year, the company 
has entered an agreement to indemnify each of the 
directors of the company named earlier in this report and 
has paid the insurance premiums as follows:

Directors and Officers Liability and Professional Indemnity 
Insurance $5,838.

Under the agreement, the company has agreed to 
indemnify each of the Directors against liabilities for costs 
and expenses incurred by them in defending any legal 
proceedings arising out of their conduct while acting in the 
capacity of director of the company, other than conduct 
involving a wilful breach of duty in relation to the company.

Contributions on winding up
In the event of the company being wound up, ordinary 
members are required to contribute a maximum of  
$100 each. 

The total amount that members of the company are liable 
to contribute if the company is wound up is $2,200, based 
on 22 current ordinary members (2018: 22 members).

Proceedings on behalf of the company
No person has applied for leave of Court to bring 
proceedings on behalf of the company or intervened in 
any proceedings to which the company is a party for the 
purposes of taking responsibility on behalf of the company 
for all or any part of those proceedings.

Rounding of amounts
The Foundation is a type of company referred to in the 
ASIC Corporation (rounding in financial/directors’ reports) 
Instrument 2016/191 and therefore the amounts contained 
in this report and in the financial report have been rounded 
to the nearest dollar. 

Directors’ Report
30 June 2019
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Auditor’s independence declaration 
A copy of the auditor’s independence declaration as required under section 307C of 
the Corporations Act 2001 is set out on the following page. 

This report is made in accordance with a resolution of directors, pursuant to section 
298(2)(a) of the Corporations Act 2001.

Signed in accordance with a resolution of the Board of Directors.

Directors’ Report
30 June 2019
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Statement of profit or loss  
and other comprehensive income
for the year ended 30 June 2019

Statement of financial position
as at 30 June 2019
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Statement of changes in equity
for the year ended 30 June 2019

Statement of cashflows
for the year ended 30 June 2019
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Notes to the financial statements
for the year ended 30 June 2019
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Notes to the financial statements
for the year ended 30 June 2019
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Notes to the financial statements
for the year ended 30 June 2019
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Notes to the financial statements
for the year ended 30 June 2019
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Notes to the financial statements
for the year ended 30 June 2019
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Notes to the financial statements
for the year ended 30 June 2019
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Notes to the financial statements
for the year ended 30 June 2019
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Notes to the financial statements
for the year ended 30 June 2019

Directors Declaration

Director’s Declaration 
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1300 381 581
info@childhood.org.au 
www.childhood.org.au


