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Australia-first

push to protect
Koori children

A GROUNDBREAKING agreement
to protect and heal Aboriginal chil-
dren from the trauma of abuse,
violence and neglect was signed in
Mildura yesterday.

In a firt for Australasia, the
Awstralian Childhood Foundation's
Safeguarding Children Program has
formed a partnership with Mallee
District Aboriginal Services, which
was formalised yesterday during a
vislt 1o the reglon by ACF chief ex-
ecutive, Joe Tucci.

SDAS chief executive, Rudolph
Kirbw, described the agreement as
bavth a signihcant honowr and privi-
lege,

Mr Kirby said that while pro-
tecting Koorl children in the Malles

wits al the core of the agreement,
the partnership would benefit both
organisations as well as the broader
COTTAnY

“From the MDAS pemspective
we are already leading the way in
the Early Years space through the
programs we have developed and
Implemented © strengithen Fami
lies and protect children from pre-
hirth,” he said

"ACF holds the very best exper-
tise in safeguarding children and
supporting the recovery of trauma
tised children and young people
which will be a huge benefit 10
MDAS and our communithes,”

Mr Tucch meanwhile said the
landmark partnership was based on

a shared determination o educae
and empower communities to keep
children and yvoung people sale.

*The .H.1I'|_1;|,|.,-'|'r|.]inﬂ Children
approach aims o implement best
practice policies and sandards 10
protect children and young people.
while ensuring that there is the ca-
pacity and ability 10 understand,
comminicate and effectively in-
terwct at the cultural imerface,” he
said

“We have been working in this
space for a long time, but this part-
nership allows us o refine and
evalve our approaches so they are
specific and effective within the
context of Aboriginal and Torres
Straight lslander communities,”
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Indigenous writers workshoplater this month

= TEAM EFFORT. MDAS

chisl sxaculive, Rl.u‘l-n-h:-ll
Kirby, and Australian
Childhood Foundatio

chief exacutive, Joe Tucci.

* ‘\Writer Tony Birch
will hast an indigenous
writérs workshop this
month,

ACCLAIMED indigenous author Tomy Birch
will be a special guest st an Indigenouws
Writers Workshop on April 22,

The workshop is a collaboration be
tween the Mildura Writers Festival, PEN
Melbourne and Mallee District Aboriginal
Services.

The event is open 10 local indigenous
writers of all levels.

Panicipants will learn abowt writing
shon stories, poetry and life stories, with
exercises, creative prompis and ideas o as-
sist in the writing process,

Tony Birch is the author of five works,
‘Shadowboxing', Father's Day', ‘Blood',
“The Promise’, and ‘Ghost River?

His writing has been critically ac-
claimed and shorlisted for numerous
awards, including the 2012 Miles Franklin
Prize for ‘Blood'

The writer currently works at Victoria
University, researching the relationship
between climate change and indigenous
knowledge.

Tony encourages participants 1o bring
along a favourite photograph of a family
member they would like 1o write about as
well as a phoio of a favouriie place.

The free workshop will run from (0am
1o 4pm on Friday, April 22.

Bookings are necessary and can be
made by contacting MDAS on 5008 4100,




