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Miki Perkins

When a partner beats their spouse it causes great and sometimes unacknowledged harm to their children.
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Commissioner of the Royal Commission into Family Violence Marcia Neave. Photo: Eddie Jim

Franky's story begins many years before he was born. On a boat from the old country and sailing to this one, his grandparents (to be, they were young
then, and still unbowed by life), met another couple. These four young people — homesick, uncertain of the future — bonded and became firm friends.

In Australia they raised their broods together; drove the women to the hospital in labour, changed baby nappies, fed all the kids at the table. It was like
family.

So when two of the children — a boy and a girl in their early 20s — announced they were no longer just best friends, but engaged, no one was more
overjoyed than their parents.

Savannah, 4, and Indianna Mihayo, 4, who were killed by their father, Charles Mihayo, at their home in Watsonia. Photo: Leigh Henningham

But, like that other old story about first love, and two families, this one is riven with tragedy. First though, let's meet Franky. A lanky 12-year-old
Australian boy with a floppy, dark fringe. He sits in the garage of a townhouse in Melbourne's western suburbs, where he is talking to a stranger, a
counsellor, about how he wanted to kill himself.

In the living room his younger sister talks with another counsellor. She often feels worried, on edge. Both her and her brother have anxiety and
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